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Abstract 

This study evaluated the humanitarian response and community security circumstances 

of Rohingya refugees and host communities in Ukhiya and Teknaf, Bangladesh. Using a 

mixed-methods approach that combines quantitative surveys with purposive sampling, 

along with qualitative approaches, such as focus group discussions and key informant 

interviews, this study examines assistance distribution dynamics, security issues, 

environmental degradation, and cultural friction in the region. The objectives were to 

examine the differing perceptions of aid distribution between refugees and host 

communities, analyze the situation of crime and gender-based violence, and evaluate the 

impact of economic strain and resource competitiveness on community security. Key 

findings demonstrate that while refugees often perceive minimum support, host 

populations feel excluded and suffer heightened insecurity. The study also identified 

increasing petty crime, rising incidences of gender-based violence, and environmental 

challenges such as deforestation, all of which lead to social stress and decreasing 

community trust. These implications call for a holistic and sustainable approach that 

ensures fair resource allocation, stronger security measures, and attempts to create 

social cohesion between refugee and host populations. Although this study relied on 

purposive sampling and selected participants, these insights provide evidence-based 

directions for policymakers and humanitarian groups to design more effective solutions 

to the complex issues faced by the Rohingya refugee crisis and its impact on community 

security in Cox’s Bazar.  
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1 Introduction 

Persecution of the Rohingya population has a long and tragic history that spans many 

decades. They have long been subject to discrimination, human rights violations, and 

violence. From the 1990s onwards, their situation worsened again as the Burmese 

government relentlessly persecuted the Rohingya population, a Muslim minority in the 

country. There have been reports of land expropriation, forced evictions, and banning the 

Rohingya from obtaining passports or living in certain regions. In 1991, hundreds of 
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thousands of Rohingya fled to neighboring countries, such as Bangladesh, to escape 

repeated military action. A turning point in the persecution of the Rohingya was the 

outbreak of massive violence in Rakhine in 2012 when ethnic tensions between the 

Rohingya and the Buddhist majority escalated. Reports of massacres, fires, rapes, and 

other atrocities have increased and were described as genocide by the United Nations 

and international human rights organizations. As a result, more than two million people 

fled their country and sought refuge, mainly in neighboring countries, with the highest 

concentration of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh. 2016 and 2017 saw a further wave 

of violence; thus, from August 2017, the largest exodus in the region took place, which 

led to 976,000 Rohingya refugees staying in Bangladesh at the end of February 2024 

(Rohingya Refugee Response, Bangladesh 2024). 

The large number of people who have fled the country is not just a number but a factor 

that has resulted in enormous human suffering, loss of livelihood, and tearing apart from 

communities. On the other hand, the large number of Rohingyas has put immense 

pressure on the structures of the host society, particularly in the Upazilas3 (administrative 

regions) Ukhiya and Teknaf, where most of them have found refuge. In the Cox's Bazar 

region of southeastern Bangladesh, the Palongkhali and Rajapalong refugee camps are 

located near the Myanmar border. They are part of a larger network of camps in Ukhiya’s 

Upazila. The area is characterized by hilly terrain and zones that are prone to monsoons 

and natural disasters. Initially, the camps were not clearly demarcated and often merged 

into neighboring settlements, making it difficult to monitor them. There are no fixed border 

walls or checkpoints, which makes it easier for refugees to move outside, at least in the 

short term, but also limits police and military controls. Later, under the leadership of the 

inter-sector coordination group (ISCG), 33 camps were demarcated, and the government 

also provided fencing around all the camps (ISCG, 2023). Teknaf, situated at the 

southeastern tip of Bangladesh near the Myanmar border, is a prominent location for 

refugee settlement because of its strategic geographical position and proximity to the Naf 

River marking part of the border between the two countries. 

The camps are densely populated and consist of temporary huts that often need to be 

replaced because the region is prone to cyclones, monsoon rains, and landslides, which 

further complicate living conditions. These structures offer little protection and privacy. 

Due to overcrowding, there are still gaps in access to sanitation, education, and 

healthcare. People are almost entirely dependent on humanitarian aid because work 

permits are not granted outside of the camps. Children have little access to formal 

education, and their future prospects are poor, as neither a return to Myanmar nor 

integration into Bangladesh appears realistic. Currently, access to humanitarian aid, 

security in communities, sustainability of aid offers, and social and cultural integration are 

increasingly complex problems in many places. 

Despite increasing research on many different aspects of humanitarian response, 

protection, health care, education, and basic service provision, the interplay of issues 

related to humanitarian aid distribution, security provision, socio-environmental impacts, 

and cultural tensions between the Rohingyas, and host communities has not been 

 
3 Bangladesh is divided into 64 districts (zila), which in turn are divided into 495 sub-districts 
(upazilas). 
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systematically studied. Previous studies have often considered the aspects of crises as a 

whole but have not looked at how many parts interact with their overall impact on security 

in communities. 

This challenge requires an integrated strategy that goes beyond humanitarian needs and 

addresses the issues of community cohesion, resources, and development. This study fills 

this gap by providing a comprehensive analysis of the numerous difficulties faced by 

refugees and the host communities in Ukhiya and Teknaf. 

The makeshift camps in Ukhiya and Teknaf developed into comparatively better 

settlements but still temporary structures. These camps have become the norm for many 

Rohingyas, who now live in conditions that are better than the initial time of displacement 

but far from providing safe, dignified, and sustainable living conditions. Owing to rapid and 

large population growth, local resources such as land, water, and forests are under severe 

strains. Based on field observations, host communities, largely made up of local residents, 

are struggling to sustain their livelihoods under the pressure of a rapidly expanding 

population due to the presence of Rohingya people. With few economic opportunities 

available, competition for resources has become more intense, contributing to rising 

tensions. 

The world has responded to displacement with extensive aid from the UN, international 

organizations, NGOs, and governments, yet no lasting solution has emerged. Roßkopf 

(2022) notes that in 2022 over 100 million people were forcibly displaced due to crises 

created by human choices and those which humans have the power to change (Roßkopf, 

2022). The Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh reflect this global challenge: despite ongoing 

humanitarian support, durable solutions remain out of reach. However, since 2020, 

funding has been restricted owing to changing global priorities (ISCG, 2023). This funding 

gap limits urgent relief efforts and affects the sustainability of long-term development 

plans. Sufficient funding is crucial for food, water, shelter, healthcare, education, and 

security, as well as for rebuilding infrastructure and strengthening the resilience of 

refugees and host communities. This supply gap clearly demonstrates the need for 

sustainable financing and funding systems to enable a nationally coordinated, long-term 

intervention approach that can overcome the complications of the crisis (Siraj, 2025a). 

The fact that people live in a legally opaque area further complicates this problem. 

Bangladesh is not a signatory to the 1951 Geneva Convention relating to the Status of 

Refugees or its 1967 Protocol and is under no legal obligation to recognize the Rohingya 

as refugees and grant them the associated rights, such as permanent settlement, work 

permits, or freedom of movement. 

They are often referred to as “Forcibly Displaced Myanmar Nationals (FDMN)” who are 

temporarily admitted on a humanitarian basis and receive protection and assistance, as 

Bangladesh’s strategy is for them to return to their country of origin, Myanmar, as soon as 

conditions there are safe for them. By not recognizing the Rohingya as refugees but rather 

as citizens of Myanmar, the government is putting pressure on Myanmar to take 

responsibility for their return and rights. As they have no legal status in Bangladesh, they 

face numerous restrictions (Dempster & Sakib, 2021, Haque & Siddique, 2022, Hossain, 

2022, Sejan & Siddiq, 2025) including: 
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− Officially, they were not allowed to leave camps without permission. 

− They have no legal access to the labor market outside the camps, which makes them 

dependent on informal and often exploitative work, 

− Access to formal education is severely restricted, although some NGOs offer informal 

programs, and the education sector, under the ISCG, supports the educational needs 

of Rohingya refugees and affected host communities in the Ukhiya and Teknaf sub-

districts while also focusing on disaster preparedness and response, 

− Without refugee status, Rohingyas usually only receive temporary registration cards 

issued in cooperation with the UNHCR and the Bangladeshi government  

The high number of Rohingya refugees without legal status in Bangladesh hinders access 

to essential services, limits job opportunities, and increases the risk of discrimination, 

abuse, and violence. This legal invisibility implies that they are dependent on humanitarian 

aid. Refugees’ precarious legal status hinders social and economic integration, which also 

leads to hostility towards host communities that are already struggling with their own 

financial and social problems (Dempster & Sakib, 2021, Haque & Siddique, 2022, 

Hossain, 2022, Sejan & Siddiq, 2025). This study focuses on how decreasing 

humanitarian aid, the lack of legal protection for refugees, political and security risks, 

environmental degradation, and cultural friction impact the lives of Rohingya refugees and 

host communities. The various types of obstacles do not occur just by themselves in 

isolation but reinforce each other, hindering community safety, the efficient delivery of aid, 

and having negative effects on refugee-host relations. The objectives of this study were 

threefold as follows: 

− To evaluate the effectiveness of humanitarian aid distribution and understand the 

differing perceptions of aid adequacy among Rohingya refugees and host 

communities. 

− To assess the primary security challenges, such as rising crime rates, gender-based 

violence, and resource conflicts, affecting community stability in Ukhiya and Teknaf. 

− To propose sustainable strategies that can enhance community security, promote fair 

resource allocation, and foster social cohesion between refugees and their host 

population. 

This study presents a comprehensive investigation that focuses on both the immediate 

and underlying issues contributing to insecurity and tensions in refugee-hosting areas to 

provide evidence-based recommendations for more effective interventions. 

This research was guided by the following key research questions: 

− How do Rohingya refugees and host communities perceive the distribution of 

humanitarian aid in Ukhiya and the Teknaf, and how do they experience this? 

− What specific security challenges – from petty crimes to gender-based violence and 

resource conflicts – are the most pressing issues in these communities? 

− How do economic pressures, resource scarcity, environmental degradation, and 

cultural conflicts exacerbate the existing tensions between refugees and host 

populations? 
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− What integrated sustainable strategies can policymakers and humanitarian actors use 

to mitigate these challenges and promote long-term coexistence and resilience in the 

region? 

Recognizing the interconnectedness of the Rohingya situation will help to develop 

different policy approaches. This study draws on the literature on forced migration, human 

security, and relative deprivation. According to the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP), the theory of human security concerns protecting people from multiple risks, 

including economic, social, and environmental hazards (Jolly & Basu Ray, 2006). The 

ongoing refugee crisis is an important issue for which human security is applicable. This 

research can be linked to the concept of development, as articulated by Sen (1999), who 

posits that freedom serves both as a means and the end of development. Sen (1999) 

contends that genuine development is realized when individuals possess the freedom to 

pursue lives that they value, encompassing not only economic opportunities but also 

political freedom, social inclusion, access to education, and protective security. 

Deprivation extends beyond mere income poverty to include the lack of essential 

freedoms such as the ability to work, express one’s identity, and engage in societal 

participation. 

The theory of relative deprivation states that the perception of the unequal distribution of 

material resources can lead to social unrest (Gurr, 2011). This hypothesis highlights the 

conflicts arising from differences in support and economic prospects between refugees 

and host communities. 

In addition, a social cohesion framework (Chan et al., 2006) highlights the value of 

building relationships and understanding between people from different cultures and 

backgrounds. This approach was used to examine how social cohesion (or lack thereof) 

affected community safety and perceptions of fairness and justice in the context of the 

Rohingya crisis. 

The relevance of this study is its comprehensiveness. Considering humanitarian 

assistance, security, and environmental and cultural challenges can help create a holistic 

vision and plan an integrated strategy. We expect that these strategies when implemented 

will provide immediate relief while working towards long-term solutions to address 

people’s fears and build resilience. 

This study focuses on the Upazilas of Ukhiya and Teknaf in the Cox’s Bazar region, where 

most Rohingya refugee settlements are located. It specifically includes Palongkhali Union 

(a key local administrative area hosting multiple refugee camps) and the nearby host 

communities. The research looks at patterns in humanitarian funding, legal and security 

challenges, environmental pressures, socioeconomic effects, and cultural tensions. 

Although Ukhiya and Teknaf have their own unique circumstances, the insights from this 

study could be useful for other areas that host refugees and face similar issues. 

Data were collected from the proposed areas of the Rohingya refugee settlements and 

the surrounding host communities to understand local perceptions of aid distribution, 

security, and socioeconomic conditions. Methods such as focus group discussions and 

key informant interviews provide insights into personal and community experiences as 

well as cultural issues. This mix of methods allows for the capture of broad patterns and 

nuanced lived experiences allowing for a thorough analysis of the complex interplay of 

numerous factors influencing the security of Ukhiya and Teknaf communities. 
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2 Literature Review 

The Rohingya refugee crisis, one of the largest and most protracted displacement 

situations in recent history, has generated extensive scholarly discussions across 

disciplines. This literature review highlights the pivotal issues associated with 

humanitarian response, community security, environmental and socioeconomic impacts, 

and sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV), as well as the theories used. The goal is to 

situate the current study in existing research, identify gaps, and lay the groundwork for 

the assessment of the interlinked relations between humanitarian aid and community 

security in Ukhiya and Teknaf. 

The Rohingya crisis resulted in the largest coordinated international humanitarian 

response after the 2017 mass influx. However, the challenges posed by the situation are 

serious and involve the state’s denial of the Rohingya community’s right to citizenship and 

their right to return. Nonetheless, after a strong upsurge in money and international unity 

in the early stages, studies have shown a continued decline in humanitarian funding since 

2020 due to changes in donor priorities (ISCG, 2023). Pratisti et al. (2019), state that 

despite international solidarity mobilizing significant resources, the politicization of aid 

and identity politics often prevents financial resources from being allocated to the early, 

strategic stages of humanitarian and development programming. This has tangible effects 

on service delivery, infrastructure, and long-term planning, which in turn can exacerbate 

insecurity affecting both refugees and host communities. 

Moreover, the literature demonstrates that although the efforts assist in offering better 

accommodation, the aid has not resolved structural issues such as legal limbo and the 

permanent socioeconomic integration of many displaced individuals. These problems, 

combined with the continuity of funding and the absence of long-range strategies, require 

sustainable measures that go beyond simply providing emergency relief to build resilience 

and capacities. 

The Rohingya crisis’s community security is associated with physical, economic, and social 

cohesion. According to studies by Islam et al. (2022) and Ahmad and Naeem (2020), 

crime rates, drug trafficking, and other illicit activities in and around Rohingya refugee 

camps indicate a deteriorating security environment. Owing to weak security 

arrangements and poverty, petty crimes, abductions, and armed violence on a high scale 

are increasing. The Rohingya refugees and hosts are also involved in these crimes. 

Research indicates that the refugee context worsens gender-based violence (GBV) 

situations. According to Green et al. (2022), Rohingya refugees experience high levels of 

sexual violence which highlights the need for comprehensive interventions to respond to 

the physical, psychological, and social harm associated with such violence. Tripura (2022) 

and Stoken (2020) further highlight the specific threats and limitations faced by Rohingya 

women and girls during displacement and in camps, where hesitance surrounding cultural 

stigma and underreporting creates challenges to a response. Efforts must be made not 

only to protect but also to empower survivors, modify cultural attitudes, and adopt a 

gender-sensitive strategy in humanitarian assistance. 

As observed by Quader et al. (2020) and Hassan et al. (2018), environmental hazards 

have emerged due to the rapid establishment of refugee camps as the sudden increase 

in population from displacement led to tree felling, land degradation, and ecological strain. 

Environmental deterioration is not merely an ecological concern but also has 
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socioeconomic and security ramifications. The scarcity of resources can foster conflict 

between refugees and host communities. According to Ahmed et al. (2020), deformation 

and the loss of natural buffers increase vulnerability to natural catastrophes such as 

landslides, eventually putting vulnerable populations at greater risk. 

Pressure on the environment creates competition for precious resources, including water 

and agricultural land, which heightens tensions and hampers security efforts. 

According to the literature, humanitarian initiatives must be anchored by sustainability- 

and nature-based solutions to avert immediate and long-term hazards while addressing 

conflicts (International Union for Conservation of Nature et al., 2023). 

Refugee and host communities in economic competition and cultural friction commonly 

emerge in literature. Milton et al. (2017) and Ahmad and Naeem (2020) explored the 

impact of growing refugees on local job markets and communication of increasing 

marginalization by host countries. It was observed that host communities in Cox’s Bazar 

district including Ukhiya and Teknaf Upazilas faced economic pressures and perceived 

refugees’ involvement in tourism-related activities as a threat to local livelihoods. These 

pressures appeared to generate frustration, tension, and a decline in social cohesion. 

Evidence indicates that encouraging mutual understanding, sharing talent or resources, 

and cultural interchange might lessen tensions. To organize economic empowerment 

initiatives for refugees and the host community so that they do not compete for a few 

resources, will also aid in laying the foundation for harmonious coexistence (HEKS/EPER 

Uganda, 2022–2024). 

As for the UNDP, human security covers seven interconnected areas: economic, food, 

health, environmental, personal, community, and political. Today, community security 

places particular emphasis on preserving culture, promoting inclusion, and strengthening 

social cohesion. According to the 2009 UNDP report, it also involves protecting both 

individuals and groups – especially vulnerable populations like women and children – 

ensuring freedom from fear, addressing social needs, and connecting personal safety with 

accountable, inclusive governance. The Rohingya situation is linked to several elements, 

such as economics, the environment, and security. Therefore, it jeopardizes personal 

safety, economic well-being, and environmental safety (Caballero-Anthony, 2015; UNDP. 

2009; Uddin & Nesa, 2021; Siraj, 2025a). 

The Relative Deprivation Theory states that a person’s behavior is influenced by their 

impressions of relative inequity. Introduced by Gurr (2011), this theory posits that unmet 

expectations and disparities contribute to crime and dispute (Gurr, 2011). A similar 

pattern is observed in the Rohingya refugee context in Ukhiya and Teknaf, Rohingya 

refugees and host communities receive relief, economic opportunities, and access to 

resources for various and unequal outcomes, which leads to a sense of deprivation and 

resentment, which in turn can lead to tension and insecurity.  

Chan et al. (2006) proposed that social cohesiveness refers to the relationships that bring 

diverse groups in society together. They also stated that social cohesion is founded on 

trust and security. Importantly, the social cohesiveness framework attempts to reduce 

violence and conflicts. Refugees often find themselves isolated leading to 

misunderstandings and conflicts. People work together, talk, and implement community 
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projects to ensure that their communities thrive and a bridge is established between 

refugees and hosts. 

While much has been discussed about the Rohingya situation in existing literature, key 

elements have not been covered. Few studies have found that the Rohingya influx in 

Bangladesh affects security, livelihoods, social cohesion, and environmental and 

socioeconomic conditions, highlighting the need for integrated, multi-dimensional policy 

responses (Minar, 2021; Mohiuddin & Molderez, 2023; Khan, 2024; Ullah & Khatun, 

2025; Siraj 2025). Most studies look at one issue or another but do not usually consider 

how they affect the overall stability of refugee-hosting areas. 

3 Methodology 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating quantitative surveys and 

qualitative interviews to capture both statistical trends and lived experiences. Purposive 

sampling was used to select 106 respondents, ensuring representation from both the 

refugee and host communities. Given the complex nature of the study area, the findings 

should be interpreted with caution and not assumed to be fully representative of the entire 

population, ensuring representation from both refugee and host communities, which are 

often generalizable and provide the demographics of the community along with their 

perceptions. Qualitative methods are more nuanced and provide a grasp of the 

complexities, issues of security, and things being implemented by humanitarian 

organizations. By utilizing these methodologies together, they can accurately comprehend 

the various components of long-term refugee problems. An overview of the research 

design as shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Research design 
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Field data were collected for five months, from November 2023 to March 2024. The 

project’s secondary data were analyzed for context up to September 2024. This study 

focused on refugee camps and neighboring host communities in Hnila and Whykong 

(Teknaf) as well as Palongkhali and Rajapalong (Ukhiya), particularly Camps 1E, 1W, 11, 

4 and 8E, but for secondary data, this study considered all camps in the Rohingya refugee 

response. The rationale for choosing these places was the large presence of Rohingya 

people and the most obvious local impact of the Rohingya influx, creating a fruitful setting 

to investigate community security and aid efficacy. 

Individuals from the host community and refugees aged 18 years and above constituted 

the study population participants who provided important information for the study 

engaged in purposive sampling. Purposive sampling, or judgmental sampling, is a type of 

non-probability sampling design whereby researchers utilize non-randomized sampling, 

but rather intentional and purposeful sampling, ensuring that the selected subjects will 

supply valuable data that are relevant to their studies (Nikolopoulou, 2023, Bullard, 

2024). Using this technique, a target sample size of 106 at a 95% confidence level was 

determined with a 10% margin of error. The computation of the sample size in this study 

was based on the formula given in Table 1. The population size, variability, precision, and 

confidence level were the criteria considered. The initial computation yielded a sample 

size of 96, which was later modified to 106 for non-responses. 

 

Table 1: Sample size calculation formula (Raosoft, Inc., 2011). 

Parameter Value 

N (population) 367,171 

p (variability) 0.5 

e (precision) 0.1 

t (confidence) 1.96 

Calculated n 96 

Adjusted n 106 

 

3.1 Quantitative Methods 

The quantitative elements of this study included structured household surveys using the 

Kobo platform (KoBoToolbox) an open-source platform widely used for field data collection 

in humanitarian and development contexts (Harvard Humanitarian Initiative, 2005). 

Purposive sampling was used to select 106 participants. Demographic statistics and 

perceptions of assisted areas were related to humanitarian relief, security, and economic 

conditions. Demographic information indicated that 31% of the respondents were from 

the Palongkhali Union, which contributed to a better geographic representation. In 

addition, 72% of the respondents were male and 28% were female. In terms of 

𝑛 =
𝑝 × (1 − 𝑝)

𝑒2

𝑡2
+
𝑝 × (1 − 𝑝)

𝑁
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educational qualifications, there was a large discrepancy between camp residents and the 

people of the host community, as 78% of camp residents did not have any formal 

schooling. However, the host community had people with higher educational levels. Camp 

occupants showed that 52% were active in physical and manual jobs. Employment in host 

towns is comparatively diverse. 

3.2 Qualitative Methods 

In Palongkhali, Rajapalong, and Hnila, 40 respondents engaged in five focus group 

discussions (FGDs) to complement the surveys. The purpose of these conversations was 

to obtain community views on security, aid, and relationships. Moreover, ten key informant 

interviews (KIIs) were conducted with local, knowledgeable individuals, key officials, 

members of NGOs, UN agencies, and local leaders. The interviews revealed greater 

contextual awareness of the issues experienced by both refugees and host communities, 

as well as responses from organizations. We performed the FGDs and KIIs according to 

ethical principles, taking precautions to gain informed permission and protecting the 

confidentiality of participants who were vulnerable populations. Moreover, following 

ethical guidelines, we ensured the integrity of the data collection method. 

3.3  Data Collection and Analysis 

Household surveys were digitally collected through the KoboToolbox which facilitated data 

collection. Quantitative analyses were performed using Microsoft Excel to obtain 

descriptive data and detect trends and patterns linked to community security and 

perception of humanitarian help. We transcribed, categorized, and thematically analyzed 

qualitative materials from FGDs and KIIs to uncover the underlying concerns, attitudes, 

and suggestions. To complement the findings from primary sources, secondary data on 

protection, gender-based violence (GBV), food security, health, water, sanitation, and 

hygiene (WASH) were reviewed. 

3.4 Justification 

The research topics of this study were too complicated for a single method of data 

collection; hence, a mixed-methods approach was utilized. Quantitative surveys permitted 

the collection of statistically significant data concerning perceptions and experiences from 

a broad section of the community. In contrast, the qualitative methodologies using FGD 

and KIIs formed concerns in a more in-depth and contextual manner, enabling a more 

thorough investigation of the many subtleties of community insecurity, competition for 

resources, and cultural tensions. By employing numerous data sources and methods, 

researchers can be more confident in the validity of their conclusions because one source 

may confirm or dispute another. 

The study used a carefully designed methodology with rigorous data collection while 

maintaining strict ethical standards, including obtaining informed consent and ensuring 

confidentiality to explore humanitarian assistance and community security in Ukhiya and 

Teknaf. The use of quantitative and qualitative approaches sets the foundation for the 

presentation and discussion of the research outcomes. 

4 Study Results: Community Security 

Both Rohingya refugees and the host population encounter security issues. There are 

escalating concerns regarding security, surges in minor criminal activities, and the 
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occurrence of gender-based violence (GBV). The significance of resolving this issue has 

been demonstrated through qualitative and quantitative evidence. 

4.1  Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Table 2 shows that the data on Gender-Based Violence (GBV) collected from January 2023 

to September 2024 revealed significant patterns across various categories at the camp 

level.  

Table 2: Safety and security monitoring data by protection sector for camps (Gender-Based Violence Sub-Sector, 2024). 

Gender-Based Violence 

Jan-

Mar- 

2023 

Apr-

June- 

2023 

July-

Sept- 

2023 

Oct-

Dec- 

2023 

Jan- 

Mar 

2024 

Apr-

June  

2024 

July-

Sept  

2024 

Rape 4.4% 3.7% 4% 3.3% 5.30% 5.80% 6% 

Sexual assault 3.7% 3.9% 4.4% 4.4% 4.60% 4.60% 4.9% 

Psychosocial/emotional 

abuse 
20.6% 20.8% 22.7% 22.6% 22.70% 22.50% 21.3% 

Denial of resources 18.4% 17.9% 19.4% 19.1% 17.20% 16.20% 15.5% 

Forced marriage 0.4% 0.6% 0.4% 0.5% 0.40% 0.30% 0.60% 

Physical assault 52.4% 53.1% 49.1% 50.1% 49.50% 50.6 51.5% 

Physical assault and psychosocial/emotional abuse consistently had the highest 

incidence rates, with only minor fluctuations over time. Physical assault has consistently 

exceeded 49%, with a slight increase to 51.5% in the most recent quarter, while 

psychosocial and emotional abuse remained stable at approximately 20-22%. These 

statistics underscore the persistent need to address domestic violence and emotional 

distress in Rohingya refugee communities. Rape cases show an upward trend, rising from 

3.3% in late 2023 to 6% by mid-2024, indicating a growing need for stronger legal 

measures and increased community awareness.  

Similarly, sexual assault cases have gradually increased from 3.7% in early 2023 to 4.9% 

in 2024, highlighting the ongoing risks for women and girls. The denial of resources, 

including food, shelter, and livelihood opportunities, slightly decreased from 19.4% to 

15.5%, suggesting that efforts to improve access to resources and support may have had 

a positive impact. Despite these challenges, forced marriage remains relatively low, 

fluctuating between 0.3% and 0.6%, indicating that ongoing awareness initiatives and 

community involvement have contributed to maintaining minimal rates.  

Several factors contribute to the persistence of GBV risks, such as limited income-

generating opportunities, which may exacerbate financial stress and domestic tensions; 

food ration cuts that could intensify household disputes and increase vulnerability; and a 

perceived decline in security within the camps, affecting the psychosocial well-being and 

safety of women, girls, men, and boys.  

In response to these challenges, humanitarian actors have actively engaged in GBV 

awareness programs and preventive strategies. The data in Table 3 confirm that a 

significant proportion of GBV incidents occurred within the survivor’s home, with a 

consistently high percentage ranging from 90.3% to 91.7% across different quarters, 

emphasizing domestic violence as a major concern. Incidents at the perpetrator’s 

residence varied between 2.6% and 3.7%, whereas cases reported in public spaces 

https://doi.org/10.57947/qrp.v64i3.216


306 Siraj, M. S. (2025). Humanitarian Response and Dynamics of Community Security 

Quarterly on Refugee Problems, 2025, Vol. 64, Issue 3, 295-319 

ISSN 2750-7882, Section: Research Articles 

Open Access Publication, https://doi.org/10.57947/qrp.v64i3.216 

 

(streets, pathways, water points, and public toilets) remained relatively low, mostly below 

2%. 

Table 3: Locations of the reported GBV incidents in GBVIMS for camps (Gender-Based Violence Sub-Sector, 2024). 

Location 
Q4 

(Oct-Dec-2023) 

Q1  

(Jan-Mar-2024) 

Q2  

(Apr-Jun-2024) 

Q3 

(Jul-Sep-2024) 

Survivor's residence 91.6% 90.30% 90.70% 91.7% 

Perpetrator's residence 3.1% 3.70% 3.10% 2.6% 

Street/pathway 1.8% 2.20% 2.00% 2.1% 

Friend or relative’s residence 0.9% 0.90% 0.90% 0.7% 

Water point 0.6% 0.60% 0.70% 0.4% 

Hotel 0.0% 0.60% 0.50% 0.4% 

Bathing facilities 0.5% 0.40% 0.20% 0.4% 

Public toilets/latrines 0.4% 0.30% 0.30% 0.2% 

Bush 0.1% 0.20% 0.20% 0.4% 

The high rate of domestic violence underscores the urgent need for enhanced 

interventions such as improved mental health and psychosocial support services for 

survivors, community-based programs focusing on conflict resolution and healthy family 

dynamics, and stronger legal frameworks and protection services to encourage survivors 

to report cases without fear of stigma or retaliation. Although GBV remains a pressing 

issue (particularly domestic violence), positive efforts are underway to mitigate its risks 

through awareness campaigns, legal interventions, and improved security measures. 

Strengthening multi-sectorial collaboration, increasing access to economic opportunities, 

and promoting gender-equitable roles within households can contribute to long-term 

improvements in GBV prevention and response. Continued monitoring, reporting, and 

community engagement are essential for addressing the root causes of GBV and ensuring 

a safer environment for vulnerable populations (Gender-Based Violence Sub-Sector, 

2024).  

4.2  Security/Protection Incidents  

Qualitative data indicate that local communities blame refugees for theft and increased 

petty crime, whereas refugees point to desperation from insufficient aid as the cause of 

criminal behavior. This highlights how structural issues such as the absence of legal work 

permits intensify mutual suspicion. Most cases remain unreported under law 

enforcement. The factors contributing to this surge include theft and occasional 

kidnapping, often linked to families struggling to meet their basic needs following 

reductions in humanitarian support. For instance, Whykong’s key informant indicated that 

“In my village, residents are returning to their homes early in the evening owing to the fear 

of potential kidnappings.” One Majhi (camp leader) voiced concern that criminals had 

been stealing solar panels from the new shelters and stated, “It’s the thieves that keep us 

awake at night.” In other words, increased concern over being robbed results in restless 

nights. Meanwhile, the incidence of theft is increasing amidst growing economic 

uncertainty. 

The data in Figure 2 indicate notable changes in security incidents at the camp level from 

2022 to September 2024, with abductions emerging as the most critical threat. Abduction 
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rates have markedly increased from 32% in 2022 to 39% in 2024, signifying a worsening 

trend that necessitates immediate attention. This increase suggests either a decline in 

law enforcement effectiveness or increased activity by criminal or terrorist groups 

potentially driven by ransom economies or political instability. Serious physical assaults 

also exhibited a steady increase, from 15% to over 20%, during the same period. This 

upward trend may reflect broader societal issues such as gang violence, domestic 

conflicts, and economic stressors such as unemployment. By contrast, extortion rates, 

which peaked at 40% in 2022, declined to 16% by 2024.  

Figure 2: Security and safety incidents camp level as per the current reporting process (Protection Sector Cox’s Bazar 

Bangladesh, 2024). 

This improvement could result from stronger anti-extortion measures, reduced criminal 

capacity, or advocacy/awareness intervention by the exiting humanitarian actor including 

International non-government organization (INGO), Non-government organization (NGO) 

and the United Nation (UN) agency, although earlier volatility suggests a need for 

sustained vigilance. Gun violence, although relatively low in prevalence, remains a high-

risk concern owing to its lethal nature. Incidents fluctuated between 3% and 8%, indicating 

persistent challenges, such as illegal arms trafficking or localized conflicts. Meanwhile, 

killing and murder rates showed no clear trend, remaining stable but persistent and likely 

linked to targeted violence rather than random acts. Targeted interventions are essential 

for addressing these trends. Abduction hotspots require intelligence-led policing and 

community awareness programs to reduce vulnerability. Combating physical assaults calls 

for enhanced surveillance and efforts to tackle root causes such as economic hardship 

and ration cuts. Addressing gun violence necessitates the implementation of more 

stringent firearm regulations and the imposition of harsher penalties to mitigate extortion 

further, and it is imperative to sustain ongoing investigations into financial crimes and 

ensure that the availability of secure channels for reporting such activities diminishes its 

impact. 

Furthermore, a concerning trend has emerged wherein organized groups are increasingly 

recruiting refugees, particularly young males, and adolescents, with the potential aim of 

involving them in armed conflict in Myanmar. This issue has been identified as a growing 
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concern for the protection of camps. For instance, a teacher from Palong Khali said, “It’s 

scary hearing guns every day. We worry most about our kids. They hear it and are terrified." 

The findings indicate a significant decline in personal security among the host community 

following the Rohingya influx.  

Overall, the data underscores a shifting security landscape at the campus level, with 

abduction and physical assaults posing growing threats. Proactive data-driven strategies 

are critical to mitigate these risks and ensure public safety. Further analyses, such as 

regional or demographic breakdowns, could provide deeper insights into the tailored 

responses. 

According to quarterly data from January 2024 to September 2024, alleged perpetrators 

per category by incident-camp-level criminal organizations and networks are heavily 

involved in various violent crimes, especially murder, gun-related violence, and 

recruitment for criminal activities. This indicates a well-entrenched system of coercion and 

violence. Law enforcement agencies, while maintaining order, were also reported to be 

involved in extortions (Protection Sector Cox’s Bazar Bangladesh, 2024). They also 

monitored camps, conducted drug-related arrests, and conducted operations against 

criminal groups to enhance safety. Sometimes, this issue raises concerns from the 

perspective of human rights and refugee protection despite national security priorities. 

Strengthening mechanisms of oversight and promoting adherence to national and 

international legal standards can enhance trust and accountability in law enforcement. 

Refugees are not the primary perpetrators of violent crime; however, their involvement in 

criminal activities often reflects the necessity for survival in the face of aid reduction and 

the absence of legal employment opportunities. This involvement is potentially driven by 

economic hardships, funding cuts, reduced ratio allocations, marginalization, and internal 

disputes. A similar situation is observed in some host communities, where economic 

difficulties, resource scarcity, and job competition tensions occasionally escalate to 

retaliatory violence.  

According to Figure 3, the majority of the study population respondents felt that their 

security had decreased, while very few reported no change. As per the host community’s 

perception, there is a strong correlation between the arrival of the Rohingya population 

and perceived insecurity.  

Figure 3: Host community perception of insecurity situations 
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In Figure 4, 44% of respondents stated that insecurity had worsened over the last three 

years (mid-term), while 54% noted increased insecurity within the past year (35% in the 

last six months and 19% in the previous 6-12 months) reflecting both ongoing concern 

and a recent surge in perceived insecurity. However, a low percentage (2%) of those who 

felt insecure before the influx indicated that the previous conditions were relatively stable. 

Figure 4: Host community opinion on personal insecurity 

Perceived insecurity can be linked to increased competition for resources, economic 

challenges, and social tensions arising from sudden demographic shifts. However, it is 

important to recognize that law enforcement agencies and humanitarian actors have been 

actively working to enhance security through surveillance, crime prevention measures, 

and community engagement. While the perception of insecurity is high, the fact that law 

enforcement interventions are ongoing suggests that conditions can improve with 

sustained cooperation among authorities, local communities, and humanitarian 

organizations. 

Despite these challenges, opportunities exist for strengthening social cohesion, economic 

collaboration, and dialogue between hosts and refugee communities. Addressing the root 

causes of insecurity through livelihood programs, improved governance, and inclusive 

development strategies can foster long-term stability. 

4.3  Perception of Support and Aid Distribution 

The quantitative findings from Table 4 and Figure 5 reveal a significant disparity in 

perceptions between Rohingya refugees and the host community in Cox’s Bazar, 

especially in terms of community support, aid satisfaction, and feelings of inclusion. 
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Table 4: Household data regarding community feelings and satisfaction 

Expression of Feelings and Satisfaction Agree Disagree Neutral Strongly 

agree 

Strongly 

disagree 

The local community is supportive of Rohingya refugees (vice versa). 

Camp 57% 15% 28% 0% 0% 

Host 9% 67% 22% 2% 0% 

I am satisfied with the humanitarian aid we receive. 

Camp 74% 9% 2% 15% 0% 

Host 2% 79% 0% 0% 19% 

There are good initiatives to bring the host and refugee communities together. 

Camp 63% 13% 22% 2% 0% 

Host 7% 78% 7% 7% 0% 

I feel safe in my community. 

Camp 69% 13% 9% 0% 9% 

Host 2% 94% 0% 0% 4% 

Relations between Rohingya refugees and the host community have improved. 

Camp 46% 20% 30% 4% 0% 

Host 4% 87% 6% 0% 2% 

Conflicts between the communities are being effectively resolved. 

Camp 19% 31% 41% 0% 9% 

Host 0% 89% 6% 0% 6% 

One of the most notable findings is the host community’s predominant belief that aid 

distribution serves as a source of conflict, and the majority of host respondents indicated 

that aid allocation (funding allocation) exacerbates tensions rather than resolving issues 

(Figure 5). This suggests a profound sense of inequality and perceived marginalization 

among the host population, who may feel that humanitarian efforts disproportionately 

favor refugees, thereby neglecting the needs of local individuals who also experience 

poverty and hardship. 

Figure 5: Host community perception regarding the source of conflict 
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Disparity in the perceptions of mutual support is another critical issue. While 57% of 

refugees believe that the host community is supportive of them (Table 4), only 9% of the 

host population shares this sentiment regarding refugees. This discrepancy indicated a 

lack of mutual understanding and trust. Refugees may interpret symbolic or occasional 

gestures of kindness as signs of support, whereas hosts potentially burdened by 

prolonged economic pressure, overcrowding, and social disruption do not perceive 

refugees as contributing positively to their lives. These divergent perceptions hinder the 

development of social cohesion and cooperation between the two communities.  

Satisfaction with humanitarian aid further underscores inequalities in experience. While 

74% of the refugee population expressed satisfaction with the aid they received, only 2% 

of host community members reported similar satisfaction, with 79% actively expressing 

dissatisfaction. This disparity reflects a significant imbalance in the distribution and 

perception of humanitarian resources, possibly engendering a sense of exclusion and 

resentment among families. Many host respondents also conveyed strong feelings of 

being ignored or treated unfairly, which may exacerbate frustration and further fuel 

intercommunity tensions.  

Feelings of safety and perceptions of conflict resolution also exhibited considerable 

variations. The majority (69%) of refugees felt safe in their communities, likely because of 

the protective presence of humanitarian agencies and services. Conversely, 94% of the 

host population reported feeling unsafe, which could be attributed to economic stress, 

fear of losing access to resources, and social unrest. Furthermore, 89% of the host 

respondents believed that conflicts between communities were not being effectively 

resolved, compared to only 19% of refugees, who held a contrary view. This again reflects 

a communication and trust gap as well as the absence of visible conflict mediation 

mechanisms that address host grievances.  

Although these results are based on selected sample sizes and participants, they may not 

be applicable to a broader population. Despite the generally negative sentiments of the 

host community, positive elements can be built upon. For instance, 46% of Rohingya 

refugees felt that relations between the two groups had improved, and a small portion 

(4%) of the host community members also acknowledged this improvement. Additionally, 

the majority of refugees (63%) agreed that there were initiatives to bring both communities 

together. These responses indicate that while challenges persist, there is a foundation for 

goodwill and recognition of positive efforts that can be scaled up. 

4.4 Economic and Cultural Tensions 

The extended presence of Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar has markedly impacted the 

socioeconomic and cultural dynamics of the host communities.  

While humanitarian aid has been crucial in supporting refugees, the perceived disparity in 

aid distribution has led to increased frustration among the local population. As indicated 

in Table 5 below, most of the host respondents felt deprived of foreign assistance, and 

96% reported feeling neglected by the government. These statistics underscore the strong 

sentiment that both international actors and national authorities overlook the host 

community’s needs. 
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Table 5: Host community perceptions regarding security and tension 

Economically, 98% of the study respondents noted an increase in refugee labor, while 

69% believed that locals were marginalized in the job market. Host communities feel 

marginalized primarily because of insufficient programs, such as the absence of livelihood 

programs and a decrease in aid for locals caused by donor fatigue. Refugees unable to 

engage in formal employment resort to informal economies, perpetuating a cycle of 

competition driven by systemic neglect. 

This situation exacerbates economic insecurity, particularly among vulnerable families in 

the host community. Locals perceive their livelihood opportunities as diminishing, 

contributing to resentment and a sense of exclusion.  

Culturally, the majority of host community respondents expressed concerns about 

becoming a minority in their own community. Fear of losing cultural identity, values, and 

language was prevalent. Key informants noted an increasing “mixing of cultures”, which 

they believe is influencing youth behavior. One local leader stated,  

“It’s frightening to see our children developing behaviors that go against our values. It is not only 

because of the refugees, but also due to employees who come from other districts of 

Bangladesh. It really concerns me.”  

This highlights the emotional impact of cultural change on traditional norms and 

community identity. Language is another area of concern, with the local dialect reportedly 

blending with the Rohingya language, raising fear of long-term linguistic erosion. These 

cultural tensions, combined with economic pressure, have fueled a profound sense of 

frustration.  

A local journalist shared,  

"Sometimes I feel like this is not my country. Why do I confront many challenges in my village? 

Moving around is difficult; every time we travel, our vehicle stops in lineups while others (not the 

local community) pass without pausing. Where is the urgency for our needs?"  

Such sentiments capture the feelings of symbolic and practical marginalization 

experienced by many hosts.  

However, there were positive signs and opportunities for further improvement. 44% of 

host respondents acknowledged the existence of supportive projects, indicating that 

efforts are being made to include the host population in development initiatives, although 

gaps remain. Moreover, some local businesses have indirectly benefited from the 

humanitarian response through increased demand for goods, services, transport, and 

housing. Economic linkages offer opportunities for both collaboration and shared growth. 

Community perception Yes No 

Deprivation of foreign assistance for the host community 98% 2% 

Sense of being a minority in the local community 98% 2% 

Feeling neglected by the government 96% 4% 

Refugee labor increase in the community 98% 2% 

Marginalization of local in the job sector. 69% 31% 

There is a supportive project for the host community 44% 56% 
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From the Rohingya perspective, their involvement in informal labor is driven by survival 

needs rather than intentional competition. They experienced trauma, uncertainty, and 

restricted mobility. When managed inclusively, their participation in the local economy can 

foster skills-sharing and peaceful coexistence and safeguard host livelihoods. Building 

mutual understanding and developing equitable policies will be key to transforming 

current tensions into a foundation for sustainable, community-based development for 

both the Rohingya and host populations. 

4.5  Crime and Security Issues 

Figure 6 delineates the concerns of the host community regarding the impact of the 

Rohingya influx on law and order.  

Figure 6: Host community perception effect on the Rohingya influx concerning legal stability 

Host communities perceived a 52% increase in petty crimes, followed by narcotic trade at 

24%. Other issues, such as intra-group conflict (11%), human trafficking (9%), and both 

terrorism and inter-group violence (2% each), were mentioned less frequently, although 

official records were unavailable.   

Although these figures are based on community perceptions and lack verification by 

security authorities, they provide valuable insight into local concerns. These 

apprehensions are likely to be influenced by factors such as poverty, unemployment, and 

limited law enforcement. Notably, serious threats such as terrorism are not widely 

perceived, suggesting that peaceful coexistence is achievable. Many Rohingyas are also 

at risk of exploitation, and their involvement in informal activities is often driven by survival 

needs rather than malicious intent. The data suggests that these issues can be effectively 

managed through enhanced policing, inclusive livelihood support, and community-based 

initiatives. Despite these challenges, this situation presents opportunities for 

collaboration. Joint efforts between host and refugee communities, particularly those 

involving young people, can help alleviate tensions, prevent crimes, and promote mutual 

understanding, leading to a more peaceful and cooperative environment. 
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4.6 Environmental and Resource Issues 

This study also identifies environmental degradation as a key source of tension. The rapid 

influx of refugees has strained local resources, especially water and forests, intensifying 

competition and potential conflict. According to UNDP assessments, water table depletion 

has been reported in the region, which could lead to water scarcity and heightened 

disputes between refugees and their host communities (UNDP, Bangladesh 2019). Efforts 

such as water and sanitation projects as well as livelihood initiatives have been initiated 

but remain insufficient, particularly as funding cuts threaten these interventions. These 

environmental pressures not only exacerbate community insecurity but also pose long-

term risks to sustainability (Siraj, 2025b). 

The results quantitatively and qualitatively illustrate the environment of increasing 

insecurity and tension in Cox’s Bazar. Rising petty crimes, persistent GBV, perceptions of 

unequal aid distribution, economic marginalization, and environmental strain collectively 

contribute to a deteriorating sense of community security among both Rohingya refugees 

and host populations. These findings underscore the urgent need for integrated, 

equitable, and sustainable interventions to address multifaceted challenges in the region. 

5 Discussion 

The results of this study confirm that the security of communities in Ukhiya and Teknaf is 

deeply influenced by the interactions between Rohingya refugees and local populations, 

where economic hardship, cultural disconnection, and political exclusion are intertwined. 

Consistent with the tripartite deprivation model, this study indicates that community 

insecurity stems not only from economic difficulties but also from more profound cultural 

and political exclusions. Drawing on Amartya Sen’s Development as Freedom (1999), 

which views deprivation as the denial of essential freedoms ranging from basic needs to 

economic participation, Rohingya refugees, who lack formal economic opportunities and 

host communities, face resource constraints and economic stagnation and express 

concerns about insecurity. The data shows that these conditions lead to material 

desperation and political grievances. This supports Gurr’s (2011) theory of relative 

deprivation, which suggests that conflict arises from the disparity between expected and 

actual conditions and not merely from poverty itself. Refugees, systematically barred from 

legal employment, resent their marginalization, while hosts, perceiving aid disparities as 

unfair, direct their frustration toward refugees.  

This cycle of resentment fuels crime, resource conflicts, and the breakdown of trust, 

illustrating Sen’s warning that economic, social, and political unfreedoms undermine 

collective stability. Sen’s framework proposes that solutions should expand real freedoms 

(e.g., work rights for refugees), whereas Gurr’s model highlights the importance of equity 

perceptions, emphasizing the need for proper aid allocation and compensation programs 

for host communities.  

Culturally, the study finds that the Rohingya experience systemic erasure and 

stigmatization, further deepening their marginalization. The denial of their cultural identity 

by the Myanmar state has extended into refugee camps, where there may be some 

limitations to artistic expression, movement, and access to education. Cultural exclusion 

is a form of structural violence that perpetuates long-term insecurity that originated in its 

own country (Myanmar). In turn, host communities fear the erosion of their cultural values 
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and traditions due to the demographic and social pressures brought about by the influx of 

refugees. 

The political aspects of the crisis were deeply rooted. Statelessness serves not just as a 

legal gap but also as a political instrument that deprives the Rohingya of protection, 

representation, and autonomy. Refugees find themselves stuck in a legally gray area, 

lacking rights in both their homeland due to the denial of citizenship in Myanmar and the 

countries where they seek refuge due to legal issues and not being signatories to the 

refugee convention. This state of uncertainty leaves them open to exploitation, trafficking, 

and marginalization.  

Governance in humanitarian settings is better understood as a dynamic interaction among 

state authorities, implementing agencies, and affected communities rather than a single 

top-down approach (Hilhorst et al., 2019). Similar patterns are observed in other 

prolonged refugee situations, such as the Syrian crisis in Jordan and Lebanon and the 

Somali displacement in Kenya. In these scenarios, relative deprivation, marginalization, 

cultural misunderstandings, and political neglect have led to ongoing insecurity and 

dependency (Al-Masri, 2017; Crisp, 2003). However, the Rohingya situation is 

distinguished by an exceptional degree of statelessness and cultural exclusion in their 

homeland, which makes the crisis particularly difficult to resolve.  

Despite these obstacles, this study highlights the areas of resilience and positive 

engagement. The increase in petty crime and gender-based violence reported by refugee 

respondents indicates gaps in protective institutions and economic desperation. These 

findings are consistent with research suggesting that displacement contexts often 

heighten vulnerabilities owing to weakened legal systems and disrupted community 

norms (Milton et al. 2017; Green et al. 2022). 

Nonetheless, this research advocates solutions that transcend punitive policing, 

endorsing community-driven policing and gender-responsive measures, as well as include 

legal frameworks that foster trust and address underlying issues. The Protection Sector in 

Cox’s Bazar is committed to addressing the root causes of insecurity, violence, and crime 

in the Rohingya refugee camps by championing child protection, gender inclusion, access 

to justice, and legal rights. By leveraging community-based systems and collaborating with 

the government, it seeks to establish a safe, inclusive environment. The sector employs 

key strategies, including both legal and non-legal mediation, such as peacebuilding, legal 

counseling, and housing, land, and property (HLP) mediation through UNHCR partners. 

Focusing on over one million refugees and 346,000 host community members, the sector 

emphasizes conflict resolution, transparency, and coordination to enhance security, 

resilience, and peaceful coexistence (Protection Sector Cox’s Bazar Bangladesh, 2024).  

Environmental degradation is a significant source of societal tension. Deforestation, land 

disputes, and water scarcity in certain areas directly affect the livelihoods of refugees and 

hosts. The integration of environmental governance into community security frameworks, 

as suggested in this study, is a novel contribution that highlights the inseparability of 

environmental and human security in refugee hosting contexts.  

This study sheds light on the sociocultural dynamics of coexistence. While host 

communities express concerns about cultural erosion, this study identifies the potential 

for shared cultural spaces and dialogue. Initiatives that encourage cross-cultural 
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interaction build social cohesion not merely through proximity but through shared 

narratives, mutual respect, and participatory governance.  

Despite these challenges, both the communities exhibited signs of resilience. Host 

community members express willingness to support Rohingya neighbors when they are 

included in aid programs and decision-making. Refugees demonstrate agency through 

informal educational initiatives, small-scale entrepreneurship, and cultural preservation. 

These findings resonate with the concept of “resilient coexistence” (Hilhorst et al., 2019), 

where peacebuilding arises from grassroots cooperation, rather than an external 

imposition.  

Thus, this study advocates integrated, multi-sectoral policies that simultaneously address 

the economic, cultural, and political dimensions of insecurity. Such policies should 

promote inclusive economic development, recognize cultural identities, and empower 

both refugees and host communities through participatory governance. Enhancing 

community security in Ukhiya and Teknaf is not only a humanitarian necessity but also a 

pathway to sustainable peace and regional stability.  

Future research should explore long-term governance models that include both refugees 

and hosts, investigate the role of memory politics and cultural resilience in the Rohingya, 

and assess the efficacy of community-driven development in reducing conflicts and 

fostering solidarity. 

Future studies should leverage longitudinal approaches to examine shifts in community 

security and social dynamics for a more widespread understanding of how Rohingya 

refugees and host communities are affected. Extending the geographical reach beyond 

Ukhiya and Teknaf may allow for a comparative analysis, pointing to regional variations in 

obstacles and successes. A deeper understanding of locally relevant solutions could 

emerge from increased investigation of community-driven interventions and resilience 

methods. Furthermore, using modern data-gathering tools, such as mobile-based surveys 

or satellite images for environmental evaluation, may boost the accuracy and scope of 

conclusions. Applying participatory research methodologies that involve the community in 

data collection and analysis will empower stakeholders and improve the relevance of their 

suggestions. Ultimately, future work should analyze the long-term implications of holistic 

solutions that can cope with security, economic development, gender protection, and 

environmental protection. 

6 Conclusions 

This study reveals the different components that erode community security in Ukhiya and 

Teknaf, where Rohingya refugees and the host community live together. This study 

suggests an increase in petty crime, gender-based violence, economic marginalization, 

and environmental devastation, which are interacting drivers of insecurity and stress. 

Quantitative and qualitative statistics demonstrate that there are deep-seated grievances 

about the unfair funding allocation and distribution of aid, competition for resources, and 

perception of cultural loss that have led to the erosion of trust between refugees and 

hosts. The results demonstrate the necessity for comprehensive sustainable policies that 

deal with security, economics, society, and the environment simultaneously.  

Through equal aid distribution or respecting the government’s request for fund allocation 

(minimum 20-30% for the host community) between the host community and refugees, 
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community policing, women’s empowerment, and environmental stewardship, 

stakeholders can work on the circumstances rather than the root of the conflict. The 

research shows the need to work together, sharing local, national, and international 

policies trying to work together to focus on community needs.  

The issues faced by the host community were based on the perceptions of local residents 

and selected respondents, which have not been verified by legal authorities. However, the 

data from the camps were derived from secondary reports. While this study provides an 

idea of the existing situation, it also reveals a gap in future research. By continuing to fine-

tune the methodology, broadening the geographical scope of studies, and using 

longitudinal data to monitor changes, we will grasp what is happening in refugee-hosting 

countries over time. In the end, learning from this study can aid in establishing better 

policies and programs for safe and stable coexistence, respecting the dignity and rights of 

Rohingya refugees and the host community. 
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